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or French. Another characteristic of the Maronite
peasant is dirt; and, with every natural advantage
of situation and climate, the commonest expedients
of municipal cleanliness are so strangely neglected, or
unknown, that even the pure air of the Syrian
mountain-tops seems hardly a security against endemic
pestilence.

In the culture of the mulberry-tree and the rearing
of silk, in tobacco-growing and in the care of "vine-
yards, Maronite husbandmen are commendable for
diligence and skill. Their industry, like that of the
up-country Armenians, is of the heavy, persevering
kind. Like the Armenians, also, they have little turn
for sea-pursuits; and while the entire line of Maronite
coast, from St. George's Bay to the river of Terabolos,
is indented with countless creeks and shallow inlets,
well adapted to the small craft and fishing-boats of
Syria, the number of sailors or fishermen supplied from
among the Maromtes is inconsiderable.

The village chiefs or Sheykhs, Khazin, Hobeysh, and
others, are distinguished from the peasants around
them by their habits of childish intrigue and pretentious
idleness, arid are confounded with them by a clownish
awkwardness, the common badge of the Maronite
mountaineer. This clownishness refines itself in the
Maronites of Beyrout and Terabolos into mere heavi-
ness and lack of taste. However, their kinsmen of
Damascus and Aleppo have, by long separation from
the bulk of the tribe and residence among strangers,
acquired somewhat of the courtesy and polish proper
to the natives of inner and Mahometan Syria.

The total number of the Maronite nation, or rather
clan, is variously estimated from 150,000 to 230,000,
or even more. We incline to the higher cypher : itself
not a very considerable one, after all. Yet it more